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Design Technology 

Skills Progression from end of year points EYFS and Key Stage 1 

 

 Nursery Reception Year 1 Year 2 
 

Designing and 
Developing Ideas 

(PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT) 

 I can usually manage toileting 
needs.  

(UNDERSTANDING THE WORLD: 
TECHNOLOGY) 

 I can show an interest with 
technological toys with knobs or 
pulleys, or real objects such as 
cameras or mobile phones. 

 I can show skill in making toys 
work by pressing parts or 
lifting flaps to achieve effects 
such as sound, movements or 
new images. 

(EXPRESSIVE ARTS AND DESIGN) 

 I am beginning to be interested 
in and describe the texture of 
things. 

(PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT) 

 I know the importance for good 
health, physical exercise and healthy 
diet.  

 I can talk about ways to keep 
healthy and safe.  

 I can manage my own basic hygiene 
and personal needs. 

 I can recognise that a range of 
technology is used in places such as 
schools and homes. 

(UNDERSTANDING THE WORLD: 
TECHNOLOGY)  

 I can select and use technology for 
particular purposes. 

 

 I can generate designs for 
purposeful, functional and 
appealing products 

 I can use my own experience to 
help think of ideas for things I 
want to make 

 I can identify a target group 
for what I want to design and 
make  

 I can develop my ideas using 
research to help me  

 I can use talking, models, 
pictures and words to describe 
what I want to do 

 I can confidently generate ideas for 
purposeful, functional and appealing products 
based on my experience and my investigations 
of different products 

 I can identify the purpose for what I intend to 
design and make 

 I can use models, pictures, labelled drawings 
and words to describe my designs 

 I can select appropriate tools, techniques and 
materials in my design and technology work, 
explaining my choices 

 I can generate ideas and plan what to do next, 
based on my experience of working with 
materials and components 

 I can use ICT to develop, model and 
communicate my ideas, where appropriate 

Making Quality 
Products 

(EXPRESSIVE ARTS AND DESIGN) 

 I am beginning to take turns 
and share resources.  

 I can use a variety of 
construction materials. 

 I am beginning to construct, 
stacking blocks vertically and 

(EXPRESSIVE ARTS AND DESIGN)  

 I can manipulate materials to 
achieve a planned effect. 

 I can construct with a purpose in 
mind, using a variety of resources. 

 I can use simple tools and techniques 
competently and appropriately. 

 I can, with help, use my 
practical ideas to create 
products for a user and 
purpose  

 With help, I can measure, 
mark out, cut and shape a 
range of materials 

 I can use hand tools to assemble, join and 
combine materials and components in a variety 
of ways to make a functional product 

 I can measure, cut and score materials with 
some accuracy  

 I can build structures, exploring how to make 
them stronger, stiffer and more stable 
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horizontally, making enclosures 
and creating spaces. 

 I can join construction pieces 
together to build and balance. 

 I understand that tools can be 
used for a purpose. 

 I can select appropriate resources 
and adapt work when necessary. 

 They safely use and explore a 
variety of materials, tools and 
techniques, experimenting with 
colour, design, texture form and 
function.  

 I can use a range of tools to 
help make my design e.g. 
scissors 

 I can assemble, join and 
combine materials using a 
variety of temporary 
methods e.g. using making 
tape  

 I can use simple finishing 
techniques to improve the 
appearance of my design  

 I understand basic food 
handling and personal 
hygiene when making 
products using fruits and 
vegetables 

 I can use mechanisms e.g. levers, sliders, wheels 
and axles in my products  

 I can cut, shape and join material using a 
range of basic sewing techniques  

 I can follow safe procedures for food safety 
and hygiene  

 I can choose and use appropriate finishing 
techniques to give my product a quality finish 

Evaluating Products 
and Processes 

(UNDERSTANDING THE WORLD) 
 
 

(UNDERSTANDING THE WORLD)  I can talk about my own 
and other people's work in 
simple terms and describe 
how a product works 

 I can evaluate my work as it 
develops, identifying 
strengths and changes that I 
want to make  

 I can ask and answers 
questions about my product, 
what I have made, how it 
was made and how 
successful in was 

 I can evaluate my product against our 
design criteria 

 I can evaluate my product as it develops, 
recognising what I have done well and 
possible changes as my work progresses 

 I can talk about my product, identifying 
what I like and dislike about it  

 I can suggest things I could do better in 
the future 
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Knowledge and skills progression KS2 End points 
 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Designing and Developing 
Ideas 

 I can use research to 
generate ideas and 
recognise that my designs 
have to meet a range of 
different needs and users 

 I can identify a purpose 
and establish a criteria 
for a successful product  

 I can plan the order of 
my work and use words, 
labelled sketches and 
models to communicate 
the details of my designs 

 When thinking about the 
order of my work, I can 
choose appropriate tools, 
equipment, materials, 
components and 
techniques purposefully 

 I can use my knowledge 
of how to strengthen and 
stiffen materials to 
support me in the design 
process 

 I can use my knowledge 
of food products e.g. 
where and how a variety 
of ingredients are grown 
to support me when 
creating recipes 

 I can use research and 
given criteria to generate 
ideas, considering the 
purpose for which I am 
designing  

 I can clarify my ideas 
when asked and use 
words, labelled sketches 
and prototypes to 
communicate the details 
of my designs 

 I can think ahead about 
the order of my work, 
choosing appropriate tools, 
equipment, materials, 
components and 
techniques 

 I can make labelled 
drawings from different 
views showing specific 
features of my design 

 I can evaluate existing 
products and use this 
information to identify 
criteria that can be used 
in my design 

 I can generate ideas through 
brainstorming, by 
researching, collecting and 
using information from a 
range of sources carefully 
and with precision 

 When responding to design 
briefs, I can take users' 
views into account about the 
aesthetic and technical issues 

 I can communicate 
alternative ideas for my 
design briefs using words, 
labelled sketches and 
prototypes, showing that I 
am aware of constraints 

 I can develop a clear idea of 
what needs to be done, plan 
how to use materials, 
equipment and processes and 
suggest alternative methods 
of making if the first 
attempt fails 

 I can develop my design ideas, ensuring they are 
fit for purpose by drawing on and using various 
sources of information 

 I can clarify my ideas through discussion, drawing 
and modelling, showing an understanding of 
aesthetic qualities  

 I can use others’ design ideas to develop my own 
work 

 I can plan the order of my work, choosing 
appropriate materials, tools and techniques 
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Making Quality Products  I can use tools and 

equipment with some 
accuracy to mark out, 
cut, score and shape 
materials and to put 
together components 

 I can work safely and 
accurately with a range 
of simple tools  

 I can measure, tape, pin, 
cut and join fabric with 
some accuracy 

 I can use mechanisms e.g. 
levers, sliders, wheels and 
axles in my products 

 I can use electrical 
systems in my work e.g. 
series circuits 
incorporating switches, 
bulbs and buzzers 

 I can demonstrate 
hygienic food preparation 
and storage 

 I can use finishing 
techniques to strengthen 
and improve the 
appearance of my 
product using a range of 
equipment including ICT 

 I can select appropriate 
tools and techniques to 
make my product  

 I can use my knowledge 
and understanding about 
materials to mark out, 
cut, shape and join them 
with accuracy 

 I can join and combine 
materials and components 
accurately in temporary 
and permanent ways  

 I can strengthen, stiffen 
and reinforce materials 
to make more complex 
structures  

 I can sew fabric using a 
range of different 
stitches to with some 
accuracy 

 I can use mechanisms e.g. 
levers, linkages, wheels 
and axles in my products 

 I can use electrical systems 
in my work e.g. series 
circuits incorporating 
switches, bulbs and 
buzzers 

 I can prepare and cook 
using a range of cooking 
techniques 

 I can work with a variety of 
materials and components 
with some accuracy, paying 
attention to quality of 
finish and to the function 

 I can measure, mark and 
weigh out materials 
accurately  

 I can confidently and safely 
use different tools and 
equipment to create my 
product 

 I understand and can use 
mechanical systems in my 
products e.g. gears, pulleys, 
cams 

 I understand and can use 
electrical systems in my 
products e.g. switches, bulbs, 
buzzers and motors 

 I can apply my 
understanding of computing 
to program, monitor and 
control my products 

 I can apply the rules for 
basic hygiene and other safe 
practices when cooking  

 I know where and how a 
variety of ingredients are 
grown, reared, caught and 
processed 

 I can work with a range of tools, materials, 
ingredients, equipment, components and processes 
with some precision 

 I can assemble components to make working models 

 I can construct products using permanent joining 
techniques 

 I can confidently use mechanical systems in my 
products for specific effects e.g. gears, pulleys, 
cams 

 I can apply my understanding of computing to 
program, monitor and control my products for 
effect 

 I can check my work as it develops, solve problems 
and show some creativity as I modify my products 
in light of progress 

 I understand seasonality, and know where and 
how a variety of ingredients are grown, reared, 
caught and processed 

Evaluating Products and 
Processes 

 I can evaluate my product 
against the original design 
criteria e.g. how well it 

 I can evaluate my work 
both during and at the 
end of the project 

 I can identify what is 
working well with my designs 
and what could be improved 

 I can evaluate my products, identifying strengths 
and areas for development 
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meets the needs of the 
intended audience 

 When evaluating my 
product, I can consider 
the views of others to 
when thinking about how 
I could improve my work 

 I can evaluate my product 
by carrying out simple 
tests  

 I can reflect on my 
designs, the making 
process and my finished 
products, identifying 
where I could make 
improvements in order to 
improve my design 

to overcome technical 
problems 

 I reflect on my designs as 
they develop, bearing in 
mind the way the product 
will be used 

 I try to seek the advice of 
others when evaluating my 
products   

 I can record my evaluations using annotated 
diagrams  

 I can test and evaluate my products, showing that 
I understand the situations in which my designs 
will have to function and are aware of resources 
as a constraint 

 
 


